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Rochester and Monroe County Youth Homelessness

Definitions
· Chronic Homeless – an unaccompanied single adult with a disabling condition who has been continuously homeless for one year or more or who has been experienced four or more episodes of homelessness within the last three years
· In Rochester, local data indicate that 24% of the homeless population is chronically homeless

· Homeless youth – A young person who is between the ages of 16 and 21 that has no permanent place to live where there is care and supervision

· Runaway youth – A young person under the age of 18 that has left home without his/her parent’s permission

· Poverty and the lack of affordable housing are the major causes of homelessness for adults

· Typical shelter homeless families consist of a mother and two or three children

Statistics
· In 2009, there were an estimated 8,000 homeless people in Monroe County
· 3,527 single adults
· 915 youth on their own
· 1,525 families

· In 2006, the average age of a homeless person in Rochester was 14 years old

· In  2008 there were 800 unduplicated youth placed in emergency housing by the Monroe County Department of Social Services
· Those youth had 300 of their own children accompanying them

· Approximately 500 additional youth are placed in youth shelters

· It is estimated that 600 additional youth live on their own

Resources
· Alternatives for Battered Women						585-232-7353
· Serves women and their children up to age 18
· Safe housing
· Counseling
· Legal aid
· Planning for future needs

· Crisis Nursery of Greater Rochester						585-235-5750
· Provides a safe environment for children ages birth-12 
· Services are free of charge and are available 24/7 
· Homelike environment

· House of Mercy								585-546-2580
· Serves all homeless youth and adults
· Food
· Shelter
· Clothing 

Resources for Homeless Youth
Monroe County is unique to have two designated emergency youth shelters in the county and a continuum of services from 24 hour phone lines to housing. Unfortunately the funding for these critical services has been reduced and the need for services is much greater than the capacity.
· Center for Youth Services 			     1-888-617-KIDS (5437) or 585-271-7670
· Case Management
· Crisis Counseling
· Emergency Housing (ages 12  to 18, male & female)
· Family Reconciliation
· Transitional Housing

· Salvation Army Genesis House						585-235-2660
· Case Management 
· Emergency Housing (ages 16-21, male & female)

· Hillside Children Center Alternatives to Youth Program			585-654-4414
· Crisis counseling
· Case management
· Emergency Housing (short term foster home care)
· Transitional Living
· Drop In Center 

Rochester and Monroe County have provided services since the mid 1970’s and work together to best meet the needs of youth in our community.  Our services are provided in accordance with the NYS Runaway and Homeless Legislation/Regulations.

*Information provided by the Rochester-Monroe County Youth Bureau and the United Way of Greater Rochester
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