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Donations sought by youth organizers of 
Cardboard City Lock-Out
(July 14, 2010)— Youth from the City of Rochester Bureau of Recreation’s Youth Voice, One Vision program and the Rochester-Monroe County Youth Bureau’s Youth as Resources initiative have joined forces to coordinate the 2nd Annual Cardboard City Lock-out. During this event, youth will create a “city” out of cardboard in Washington Square Park in downtown Rochester and spend the night outside. The event is being organized to bring attention to the issue of homelessness in Rochester and Monroe County (see homelessness statistics below), as well as to collect donations for local homeless shelters.  The Cardboard City Lock-out will take place from approximately 
6 p.m. on Friday, August 13 evening until approximately 9 a.m. on Saturday, August 14. 

The event’s youth organizers are requesting that businesses, agencies, faith-based organizations, and community members get involved by donating material items or gift cards to the Cardboard City effort. These donations will be distributed among the Center for Youth, Crisis Nursery of Greater Rochester, House of Mercy, and Alternatives for Battered Women.  Please see the donation wish list below.

Donations are now being accepted at the City of Recreation Administrative Office 
(400 Dewey Ave., 14613) and at all City recreation centers (see www.cityofrochester.gov/recreationcenters for a full list and locations). If you wish to make a monetary donation, please make checks payable to Coordinated Care Services, Inc. (Youth As Resources’ fiscal manager) and mail to: 

Youth As Resources

435 East Henrietta Rd.

Faith-3-West

Rochester, NY 14620

Youth Voice, One Vision and Youth as Resources are also seeking other businesses and agencies to host a collection jar or a donation collection box for this effort. These appreciated participants and all donors will be recognized in all media, and at the event.  
Youth Voice, One Vision (www.cityofrochester.gov/YVOV) is a youth council run by the City of Rochester’s Bureau of Recreation and currently has more than 75 active youth members. The group meets as a full council monthly, while their 12 board members meet multiple times a month to plan events, such as Cardboard City. Youth as Resources (www.monroecounty.gov/youth-resources.php)  is a youth philanthropy program of the Rochester-Monroe County Youth Bureau with more than 15 active youth board members.  This program awards youth groups with $1,000 grants to help them perform service learning projects. Both groups are youth led and have been in existence for more than 15 years.  

For more information about donations or becoming involved with Cardboard City, contact Katie Kieper at 428-7371 or kieperk@cityofrochester.gov.

For more information about Youth Voice, One Vision, visit www.cityofrochester.gov/YVOV; Youth As Resources is at www.monroecounty.gov/youth-resources.php. 

Statistics about Homelessness in Rochester and Monroe County 

· In 2009, there were an estimated 8,000 homeless people in Monroe County:

· 3,527 single adults

· 915 youth on their own

· 1,525 families

· In 2006, the average age of a homeless person in Rochester was 14 years old

· In  2008 there were 800 unduplicated youth placed in emergency housing by the Monroe County Department of Social Services

· Those youth had 300 of their own children accompanying them

· Approximately 500 additional youth are placed in youth shelters

· It is estimated that 600 additional youth live on their own

Cardboard City Donation Wishlist

Crisis Nursery of Rochester   http://cngr.org/index.html 

**Please purchase fragrance free & sensitive formula products whenever possible! We deeply appreciate your consideration, but we cannot accept used items or stuffed animals and currently have no need for blankets.

· Juice 

· Hand Sanitizer 

· Paper Towels 

· Garbage Bags 

· Wal Mart gift cards 

· Kinkos/Staples gift cards 

· Stamps 

· Copy paper 

· Ink Cartridges (HP black #901, HP-tri color #901) 

· Diapers sizes 4&5 

· Baby Wipes 

· Disposable diaper changing pads 

· Laundry Detergent 

· Removable Filing Labels 

· Pens 

· Elastic Waist Pants 

· Tees 

· Preschool Craft Kits 

Alternatives for Battered Women   http://www.abwrochester.org/

· Bath towels 

· Body lotion  

· Boy's t-shirts (sizes 14-20) 

· Deodorant 

· Facial tissues 

· Hair grease (hair food) 

· Hair brushes (stiff bristle style) 

· Nightwear (summer night gowns and light weight pajamas) 

· Women's underwear (sizes 5-11) 

Center for Youth  http://www.centerforyouth.net/

· Hygiene & Hair Products 

· School Supplies

· Backpacks

· Winter Coats                                

· YMCA Passes                       

· Gift Cards 

· Larger size clothing for teen males 

· Umbrellas

· RTS Bus Passes
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Media Contact: 
Katie Kieper, City of Rochester, 428-7371 or kieperk@cityofrochester.gov. 
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